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strategy with all the gusto of an expert, and the Paris
Commune was crushed with inexorable severity. To
prevent the spread of the inflammation in the great
radical cities of the South, Thiers gave assurances
that he would do nothing to endanger the establish-
ment of a republic. The royalists of the Assembly
accused him of broken pledges, and, when peace had
been restored, when the Prussian indemnity had been
paid and the Prussian troops cleared from the territory
of France, struck down the man who had conferred
these benefits on his country. Having a majority
for a monarchical restoration, the deputies of the right
and right centre were entitled to make their experiment,
but in his caustic and perspicacious valediction (May
1873) the old man told them that three candidates
could not sit on one throne, that the Republic must
come, and that in the bottom of their hearts they
knew it.

The only hope for the monarchy lying in a fusion of
the legitimist and Orleanist sections of the Bourbon
house, intrigues to this end were busily woven under
the Presidency of Marshal Macmahon, himself favour-
able to the monarchy, but above all' a plain and
upright patriot. The Comte de Paris, heir to the
Orleanist hopes, visited the Comte de Chambord, the
head of the elder branch, and the Comte de Chambord
himself paid a secret visit to Versailles. A committee
of nine deputies plotted out the circumstances of the
Restoration, how Henry V. was not to be subject to
the indignity of a popular election or a plebiscite, how
he was to rule in virtue of prescriptive right and
.grant a constitution out of the fund of his native
condescension.

In the autumn of 1873 every political club and salon